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seen-a woman who was to do the very thing
Jerome had prophesied, inform the would-bfe
lover that the only way to her bedchamber lay
through the church. Eugenie de Montijo - or, to
give her the full array of titles by which she was
proclaimed, Marie Eugenie Ignacia Augustine
de Guzman y Porto Carrero et Kirkpatrick
de Glosburn, Countess of Mora and of Banos,
Marchioness of Moya, of Ardales, and of Osera,
Countess of Teba, of Ablitas and of Santa Cruz
de la Sierra, Viscountess de la Calzada - was
eighteen years younger than Napoleon III.
Her birth, like that of her future husband, had
been premature, taking place in the open during
an earthquake. The daughter of one of the few
Spanish nobles to espouse the cause of the Napol-
eonic King Joseph,1 she had imbibed Bonapartist
sympathies in the cradle and had been brought
up in a Paris convent as a French girl. For some
years now she had been travelling round Europe
with her mother, enslaving many hearts with her
loveliness, but .steadfastly refusing her hand.
When the Duke of Alva proposed to her sister,
instead of to herself, she had promptly dosed her-
self with poison which very nearly had fatal
results. Her past, in fact, was by no means free

iThis was the official version concerning her parentage, about
which, however, there is considerable doubt. The probability is.
that her father was the brother of the old Spanish Bonapartist.